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Education Equity  

March 2016 Updates 

Appellate Court Ruling in School Funding Case Expected in April 

On January 27, 2016 after a three-year hiatus in the case Campaign for Quality Education v. State of 
California, the California Court of Appeals finally heard oral arguments in this landmark school 
funding lawsuit filed by Public Advocates. The suit was filed in June 2010 on behalf of individuals 
and grassroots organizations representing nearly 500,000 students and parents across the state. As 
described in our December 2015 update, the case seeks to enforce students’ fundamental right to a 
quality education under the state’s constitution, and to require California to adequately fund its 
public schools. We are asking the court to declare the current funding system unconstitutional and 
order the state to create a new school funding system that is aligned to the actual costs of enabling 
all students to learn state-adopted standards and graduate college and career ready. Read our 
primer on CQE v. California for more information. 

At the argument, the three justices were clearly troubled by the State’s position that there is no 
right to an education of any particular quality in California and no role for courts to ensure that a 
quality education is provided.  Whether those concerns will result in a reversal of the lower court’s 
dismissal will be known before the end of April when the Court’s ninety day timeline for issuing its 
decision runs out.  

Court documents in the appeal and further background on the case can be viewed at 
www.fairschoolsnow.org. John Affeldt was featured in a recent report by radio station KPCC in Los 
Angeles, and in an article by John Fensterwald in EdSource, covering the lawsuit.  

State Education Officials Investigate LCFF Complaint Against LAUSD 

In July, Public Advocates sued the Los Angeles Unified School District for shortchanging low-
income, English Learner and foster youth students out of hundreds of millions of dollars in 
supplemental and concentration spending intended for their benefit under the Local Control 
Funding Formula. Read our primer on Community Coalition v. Los Angeles Unified School District. 

Before proceeding to trial, plaintiffs agreed to file an administrative appeal with the California 
Department of Education (CDE).  This January, the Department acknowledged that the appeal has 
merit and extended the time it has for its investigation.  A determination is expected in March. 

Read the recent article in the Cabinet Report featuring John Affeldt. 

Equity Advocates Shape California’s New School Accountability System 

Public Advocates continues to lead the Technical Working Group of the LCFF Equity Coalition to 
build consensus around comments from nearly two dozen advocacy and grassroots groups to the 
State Board of Education on the state’s new accountability system under construction.  As noted in 
one recent article in the Cabinet Report, the Coalition and its comments are a key voice in shaping 
LCFF policy. See also Dan Walter’s recent column quoting Liz Guillen and John Affeldt.    

http://publicadvocates.org/campaign-for-quality-education-v-california
http://publicadvocates.org/campaign-for-quality-education-v-california
http://www.publicadvocates.org/sites/default/files/library/final_funderupdate_education_emphasis_revised_v3_12_21_15.pdf
http://publicadvocates.org/sites/default/files/library/cqe_primer_re_state_court_of_appeals_argt.pdf
http://www.fairschoolsnow.org/
http://www.scpr.org/news/2016/02/19/57734/california-court-to-rule-on-suit-to-scrap-k-12-fun/
http://edsource.org/2016/court-of-appeal-finally-to-hear-case-charging-underfunding-of-schools/92927?utm_source=Jan.+7%2C+2016+newsletter+--+Jane&utm_campaign=Daily+email&utm_medium=email
http://www.publicadvocates.org/press-releases/lawsuit-claims-la-unified-plans-to-illegally-divert-2-billion-intended-to-serve-high-
http://www.publicadvocates.org/sites/default/files/library/primer_on_the_lausd_lcff_spending_case.pdf
https://www.cabinetreport.com/budget-finance/navigating-the-legal-threats-posed-by-lcaps
https://www.cabinetreport.com/politics-education/advocates-pushing-for-subgroup-accountability
http://www.publicadvocates.org/sites/default/files/library/update_on_the_local_control_funding_formula_evaluation_rubrics.pdf
http://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/dan-walters/article62907632.html
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Implementing LCFF’s Equitable Spending Provisions  

In December, Liz Guillen and Angelica Jongco teamed up with leadership from the Sacramento 
County Office of Education to conduct two days of training for over a dozen districts in Sacramento 
County on the proper way to spend and report the use of supplemental and concentration funds. 
They shared a framework of 5 key questions developed by Public Advocates and received positive 
feedback from district staff, who said that the framework was a useful tool that they will use in their 
plans going forward. Read more about the December training. 

In January, Public Advocates also trained 40 more county offices of education at a meeting of the 
statewide association of County Offices of Education. Read more about the January training. 

Protecting Vulnerable Students from Fraud by For-Profit Colleges  

For over four years, Public Advocates has led a coalition of student and consumer groups to protect 
low-income students and students of color in California from the abuses of for-profit post-
secondary schools. These schools are notoriously known to aggressively market to vulnerable 
students and provide them a sub-par education at an exorbitant cost. Since our December 2015 
update, our efforts to protect students have included:  

 Submitting our coalition’s comments urging the legislative committees considering 
reauthorization of the Bureau of Private Post-secondary Education (Bureau) to ensure that 
the Bureau focuses on protecting students instead of the interests of powerful for-profit 
colleges. Rigel Massaro drafted the comments and Angela Perry will be tesifying and 
presenting our letter for the upcoming Sunset Review Hearing in the Senate.  
 

 Submitting our third round of coalition comments in favor of strong gainful employment 
regulations as called for by AB 2296 (Block, 2012), a landmark student disclosure bill we 
worked hard to pass despite strong opposition from for-profit institutions. These same 
institutions now adamantly oppose this rulemaking. Public Advocates input has increased 
accountability for graduate pass rates of required examinations. 
 

 Submitting a letter urging the Bureau’s Advisory Committee to ensure students' voices are 
central to its upcoming report to the Legislature on how the Bureau should address the 
proliferation of high tech for-profit schools, often referred to as “coding camps.” Liz Guillen 
presented our letter at the Advisory Committee meeting in February and Angela Perry 
served as the only student or consumer voice before the Bureau’s High Tech Task Force. 
While  some of these new programs undoubtedly have promise, many are making unproven 
claims about salaries upon graduation, as other fradulent for-profits have done. 
 

 Creating a factsheet which was instrumental in spurring critical legislation, AB 2562, 
ensuring that California students enrolled in out-of-state online for-profit schools are 
subject to the Bureau’s jurisdiction. Public Advocates has been collaborating with partners 
in New York and Connecticut to improve the oversight of interstate online education, and 
specifically the National Council for State Authorization Reciprocity Agreements (NC-SARA). 
Our primary concern is that California students enrolled in out-of-state for-profit online 
schools must be protected by the California laws and regulations we have fought hard to 
win– protections which NC-SARA currently does not provide. See our NC-SARA factsheet. 

 

For more information about our education equity updates, please contact John Affeldt. 

http://publicadvocates.org/2015-12-16/sacramento-county-office-of-education-and-public-advocates-team-up-to-train-school-distri
http://www.publicadvocates.org/document/lcap-section-3-training-to-county-offices-of-education
http://www.publicadvocates.org/sites/default/files/library/final_funderupdate_education_emphasis_revised_v3_12_21_15.pdf
http://www.publicadvocates.org/sites/default/files/library/final_funderupdate_education_emphasis_revised_v3_12_21_15.pdf
http://publicadvocates.org/sites/default/files/library/sunset_review_letter.pdf
http://publicadvocates.org/sites/default/files/library/urr_reg_comments_february_2016.pdf
http://publicadvocates.org/sites/default/files/library/tf_report_letter_to_advisory_committee.pdf
http://publicadvocates.org/sites/default/files/library/distance_ed_factsheet.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB2652
http://publicadvocates.org/sites/default/files/library/sara_in_ca_factsheet.pdf
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