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														AP News: California governor signs law to bolster eviction protections for renters												 
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														Public Advocates Files Complaint to Address Educator Staffing Concerns in West Contra Costa School District												 

												
																							
													Attorneys at Public Advocates have uncovered numerous teacher vacancies, and the illegal practice of using rolling substitute teachers instead of filling these vacancies with permanent educators.												
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														CalMatters: Shady business owners can hide behind LLCs. California should make their identities public												 

												
																							
													Op-ed by Senior Staff Attorney, Suzanne Dershowitz												
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														Public Advocates demands state to end the state’s highly discriminatory system for funding school facilities.												 

												
																							
													The status quo is an unequal system in which students in low-wealth districts receive an education inferior to that of their peers in higher-wealth districts.												
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														A new report exposes how for-profit developers are exploiting a loophole in state law to impose exorbitant rent increases on low-income residents												 
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	News

From waging battles for affordable housing throughout the Bay Area to winning increased opportunities for a quality education in the courts, Public Advocates stays in the news. Here’s the latest…


	




	



			

	







			

	


    


    

    

        

By Alison Vu



 In News


Posted March 13, 2024

        CalMatters: Shady business owners can hide behind LLCs. California should make their identities public
        March 13, 2024 – The lack of accessible LLC ownership information can give bad actors cover and needlessly waste taxpayer resources in the pursuit of accountability. It creates challenges for the public and for agencies tasked with protecting public health and safety, preventing businesses from cheating their workers, and enforcing a wide range of laws. […]
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Read More        

    









		

	








	


    


    

    

        

By Sumeet Bal



 In News


Posted February 29, 2024

        IE Community News: San Gorgonio Alumnus Angel Orozco Champions Crusade for Enhanced Funding to Mitigate Harsh SBCUSD Learning Environments
        February 29, 2024—IE’s Community News’ Manny Sandoval spoke with Public Advocates’ School Bond Financing Complainant and student, Angel Orozco, about his  participation to address disparities in School funding for facilities specifically in the San Bernardino City Unified School District (SBCUSD). Public Advocates, pro bono counsel Goodwin Procter LLP, and impacted students, [...]
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Read More        

    









		

	








	


    


    

    

        

By Alison Vu



 In News


Posted February 23, 2024

        Wild Rivers Outpost: Del Norte Parents Join Effort To Change California’s School Facilities Funding Distribution; Nonprofit Law Firm Says It Will Challenge Statewide Bond Measure If Demands Aren’t Met
        February 23, 2024—Wild Rivers Outpost’s Jessica Cejnar Andrews speaks with Public Advocates’ Deputy Managing Attorney, Education Equity, Nicole Gon Ochi, and demand letter complainant Briannon (“Brie”) Fraley, on the state’s inequitable model for funding school facility modernization. The current system provides all districts with a 60% state match of local funds [...]
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Our Work

			








	
				
We challenge the systemic causes of poverty and racial discrimination by strengthening community voices in public policy and achieving tangible legal victories advancing education, housing, transit equity and climate justice.

			









			                 
    Quality Education & Financing
    Striving to ensure children receive a quality education that will prepare them for college, careers and the future.

LEARN MORE



                 
    Housing

Justice
    Advancing the right of families to live in communities jobs, schools and city services regardless of ethnicity or income.

LEARN MORE



                 
    TransportationJustice
    Meeting the needs of low-income communities by fighting for more public transit and reduced or free fares for youth.

LEARN MORE



                 
    Climate

Justice
    Targeting the needs of low-income communities; advancing  social equity through investments and opportunities.

LEARN MORE



	





            

        



			
			
			
		

	








	

			
			
				





				
							


			
        
            

	

	
				
Get Involved. Fight With Us for Social Justice

			









	
	We’ve been called “the small but noisy law firm.” We take that as a compliment– as long as noisy means standing up for our clients, being willing to ruffle a few feathers and getting results way out of proportion to the size of our staff or budget.


	






			

	







			


    

    

    
        
     Stay Informed



Sign up to receive a monthly update of what we’re working on, including ways you can get involved. Be the first to know about upcoming events and new opportunities at Public Advocates.

    












    







Receive Our Monthly eNews






    

    

    
        
     Become a Volunteer



Join our stellar development or communications teams or spend your summer semester working with attorneys from one of California’s leading civil rights law firms.

    












    







Join Our Team



	





            

        



			
			
			
		

	








	

			
			
				





				
							


			
        
            

	

	
				
New Video -Public Advocates’ Story!

			










	

	

	










            

        



			
			
			
		

	








				

	





	


		

									

											

										

				

			

					






		
		
					San Francisco
			131 Steuart Street, Suite 300

San Francisco, CA  94105

Office: 415-431-7430

Fax: 415-431-1048



		

			Sacramento
			1225 Eighth Street, Suite 435

Sacramento, CA 95814

Office: 916-442-3375

Fax: 916-389-2741
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			Contact Us

			We're not around right now. But you can send us an email and we'll get back to you, asap.
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